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VA-DoD Joint Forces “Welcome Home”   
for Returning Combat Veterans to be Held June 12 

 
WASHINGTON, DC – More than one-thousand returning combat Veterans and active duty service personnel 
are expected at the VA-DoD Joint Forces "Welcome Home" Celebration sponsored by the Washington DC VA 
Medical Center (DCVAMC) on Saturday, June 12.  Family members of service personnel from Operation 
Enduring Freedom (OEF) and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) can also participate.  Attendees will receive 
valuable health care and benefits information, an all American barbecue, and be treated to a day of family-
friendly fun.  
 
This year’s event, to be held from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. at Prince George’s Stadium in Bowie, Maryland, partners 
Department of Veterans Affairs health and benefits teams with its DoD counterparts.  All branches of the 
military will be represented, offering a one-stop service platform for this newest generation of Veterans.  
 
The Washington DC VA Medical Center created the “Welcome Home” event four years ago and it has become 
a model for the nation.  Celebrations are held throughout the country at VA Medical Centers and other venues.  
This is the first event to engage all branches of the military. In previous years, the event included a Marine 
Corps Administrative Muster.  That tradition will also continue this year.  
 
"Having a Welcome Home Celebration at the Bowie Baysox stadium offers returning combat Veterans a 
supportive, one-stop entry point to VA health care and benefits, includes family members and demonstrates 
VA’s determination to identify and serve all Veterans in need of care.” said Fernando O. Rivera, Medical 
Center Director.  
 
According to Jean Langbein, OEF/OIF Program Manager, the program is designed to help OEF/OIF Veterans 
transition into civilian life by offering easy access to the health and mental health services the hospital offers.  
“Our goal is to create a welcoming atmosphere for Veterans and their families to get to know each other again 
while making needed services available to the service members,” said Langbein. 
  
Last year 1,172 attended the event and the feedback from Veterans was overwhelmingly favorable. Veterans 
say they are more inclined to seek help in a welcoming and family-friendly atmosphere.  
 
For more information about DCVAMC's programs for returning combat veterans contact 1-877-OIFOEF1 (643-
6331) or call the main number of the hospital at 202-745-8000 and ask for the Operation Enduring 
Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom Program Manager. You may also visit our website: 
www.washingtondc.va.gov 
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